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Packaging Directive amended to 

reinforce prevention and to promote 

reuse and recycling of packaging 
waste

Open public consultation 

on the review of 

requirements for 

packaging and other 

measures to prevent 
packaging waste

Targets
On recyclability 

and recycled 

content among 
others

2018 2019 2022 20232020 2021

EU Plastic 
Strategy 

Adoption of several 

initiatives on 

microplastics

Commission adopted 

revision of EU rules on 

Packaging and Packaging 
Waste

1616/22 
recycled plastic materials 

on food contact PPWR

SUP Directive SUP implementation in 
different EU countries

825/24
Empowering 
consumers

2024

Facing a transformative shift  towards more sustainable products.

L e g i s lat i ve  c h a l le n ge s



Regardless  PET  is considered  
the most recycled plastic 

material, PET trays are 
considered as non-recyclable in 

most of the European 
countries!!

Re c yc l a b i l i t y

Long journey for PET trays to demonstrate recyclability at scale

PET tray



Re c yc l a b i l i t y

Other materials look, in principle, to be better positioned

5

PET tray PP tray

Aldi Guidelines. Annex1.Current situation regarding available recycling infrastructure ( country-specific) 



Re c yc l a b i l i t y

Developing standards

EU Commission has sent a request to develop Design for recyclability 
and Recyclability testing protocols and elevate them once ready to be 
considered in the PPWR.

The European Committee for Standardization (CEN) is in charge of 
developing such standards. On the CEN TC there are members of all 
national standardization bodies from EU Member States: DIN, AFNOR, 
UNE, UNI, etc.

PETcore is actively collaborating as volunteer association providing 
comments and guidance  in several working groups although without 
voting/decision making rights.

Draft documents have been agreed by March 2024 and formal 
revision should be performed until end of summer by State Members

CEN and CENELEC - CEN-CENELEC (cencenelec.eu)

https://www.cencenelec.eu/european-standardization/cen-and-cenelec/
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* PET market in Europe. State of play 2018 and 2020 by Eunomia

   PET market in Europe. State of play 2022 by ICIS

PET volumes evolution * Volumes collected for sorting* PCR content evolution*

• Regardless volumes placed in the market remain stable, collection of bottles is showing  a good increasing trend while trays are 
progressing slowly

• Despite till now trays have been exceeding mandatory targets, we will struggle to source PCR in the future as it will become more 
widely used in other applications such as bottles that are moving faster to comply with more demanding targets

• Recycled content originating from outside of the EU will be probably needed to meet targets. Will be necessary to prove that it has 
been recycled in facilities complying with environmental rules equivalent to those applicable to the EU ones. Methodology for 
assessing, verifying, and certifying the equivalence of   those materials must be developed and  implemented in real practice.

Re c yc l e d  co nte nt
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Targets

PCR Increasing demand wil l  diff icult  PPWR targets consecution  



C e r t i f i cat i o n s

Developing standards and certification programs

The Tray Circularity Evaluation Platform (TCEP) created by PETCORE EUROPE, has 
the mission of giving support to the value chain of thermoformed PET trays to 
improve recyclability of thermoforms and strive to circularity.
Design guidelines.
Technical opinions

https://www.petcore-europe.org/certification.html
https://www.tcep-europe.org/page/26/third-party-certification 

Now recyclability can be third party certified through ECOSENSE foundation
RETRAY will verify compliance with the requirements that must be met in the PET 
sheet manufacturing, thermoforming and packaging processes 

• Traceability: both in the introduction of recycled PET and in the management of 
the PET waste generated for subsequent recycling 

• Quantification of the recycled content according to the requirements of 
standard EN 15343  

• Recyclability: verifying the guidelines established by PETCORE EUROPE.

https://www.tcep-europe.org/design-guidelines
https://www.petcore-europe.org/recyclability-evaluation-platforms/technical-opinions.html
https://www.petcore-europe.org/certification.html
https://www.tcep-europe.org/page/26/third-party-certification


C e r t i f i cat i o n s

Closing the loop certification

• Recycling content PRODUCT and PROCESS.
• Traceability and waste management.
• Post-consumer recycling content for   ECOMODULATION.
• Tray to tray content
• Environmental CLAIMS certified.
• To comply with TAXES: Regulation 2022 No. 117 (UK) or Law 7/2022 (Spain)

To comply with the
Directive 2024/825 
“consumer empowering” 
and “Green Claims” draft 
Directive.

Global scope: EA 
(European Cooperation
for Accreditation), IAF 
(International 
Accreditation Forum).

Certification under
accreditation
ISO/IEC/17065.

Compliance with the EN: 
15343 requirements.

https://www.petcore-europe.org/certification.html

https://www.tcep-europe.org/page/26/third-party-
certification 

https://ecosensefoundation.org/

https://www.petcore-europe.org/certification.html
https://www.tcep-europe.org/page/26/third-party-certification
https://www.tcep-europe.org/page/26/third-party-certification


• 1000k tones of  PET trays  are wasted each year!

• PET trays meeting PPWR targets will demand at 
least  500/600 ktons of PCR by 2040

• Recyclability at scale of PET trays has to be 
developed and this will demand a high degree of 
collective action with involvement of all 
members of the value chain.

• Standardization and certification of recyclability 
and recycled content are a must.

Join PETcore Termoforms working group to 
collaborate!

Clo s in g th e  lo o p at  sca le

Will demand a high degree of collective action and innovation
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www.petcore-europe.org 

management@petcore-europe.org

Avenue de Broquevi l le  12,  1150 

Brussels ,  Belgium

+32 (0)  2  315 24 88

Annual  Conference 2024

Communicat ions Campaign 
Follow us on social media to stay updated:

www.petcoreeuropeannualconference.eu

www.recycletheone.com

http://www.petcore-europe.org/
https://www.petcore-europe.org/
http://www.petcore-europe.org/
mailto:info@petcore-europe.org
http://www.petcoreeuropeannualconference.eu/
https://www.recycletheone.com/
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