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PETCORE EUROPE VISION & MISSION
PETCORE EUROPE is a Brussels-based, non-profit organization,
representing the entire PET value chain since 1993.

Its membership consists of more than 160 companies, 9 associations,
including PET producers, recyclers, converters, brand owners, technology
suppliers, labels, masterbatch, waste management companies and
retailers.

Our vision is to achieve widespread recognition of the performance of
PET as THE circular material of choice for packaging and to make sure
PET is collected and recycled.

The Mission of PETCORE EUROPE is to position PET as packaging
material of choice in a sustainable circular economy.



PETCORE EUROPE GOALS

The Goals of PETCORE EUROPE are to ensure that:

The entire PET industry is well aligned and joins mutual forces to deliver sustainable growth across the whole value chain for its 
members and partners.

PETis recognized as an environmentally friendly material and as an outstanding contributor to the EU Circular Economy.

PETCORE takes initiatives and leads or contributes to specific projects, Working Groups and communication media, which 
effectively demonstrate such a recognition by:

Supporting and validating innovative packaging solutions which provide true life-cycle environmental benefits including 
post-consumer recycling.

Working with all relevant parties to ensure continuous increase of post-consumer PETcollection, recycling, and usage.

Sharing a solid expertise to validate the recycling capability of the PET products for both food and non-food applications in 
the circular economy.

PETCORE will rapidly respond to any concern on products made by vPET and/or rPET from the public and the institutions 
using the expertise of its Members.

PETCORE will effectively advocate the benefits brought by the PET value chain so that they are well reflected by the 
European institutions and other leading European organizations in their respective legal framework and position statements.



More than 27k 
employees

More than 160 
members

PETCORE EUROPE IN
FIGURES

Approx. 3 million tons of post-consumer PETpackaging was 
collected in 2022 according to ICIS.

75% of bottles placed on the EUmarket have been collected.

More than 600 
companies

More than 500 sites 
across EU

Approx. 5
million tones 
utilized

More than 15
billion euros
turnover 2022



MEMBERSHIP



PETCORE EUROPE MEMBERSHIP- Assoc iat i ons

100% of European PETmanufacturers– 3.5 million tones installed capacity in EU- 3 bn € turnover

46 National and European associations - 50’000companies – 500 million tones - 260 bn €

ThePETbottle associations in France (Elipso) and Germany (IK)

500 companies – more than 12 million tones installed capacity - 10 bn € turnover

European association for the self-adhesive label industry

Italian plastics and rubber processing machinery and molds manufacturers' Association

Registered charity and not-for-profit organization to promote, develop, stimulateand increase 
the levels of plastics recycling within the UK

Theassociation representing BOPETfilm producers in the European market

Brussels based association representing global &national softdrinks associations





PETCORE EUROPE: the whole EU PET Value Chain 



P E T C O R E E U R O P E M E M B E R S H I P P R E S E N C E



UNITED NATIONS
ENVIRONMENT
PROGRAM (UNEP)



UNEP

In 2023 PETCORE EUROPE has been granted an
accreditation as Observer to the United Nations
Environment Assembly and its subsidiary organs.

This accreditation allows PETCORE EUROPE to receive 
invitations to all public meetings and sessions of the 
United Nations Environment Assembly and actively 
participate in negotiations or stakeholders’ sessions
(e.g. UN Global Plastics Treaty).

UNEP’smission is to inspire, inform, and enable nations and peoples to
improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations.



ORGANISATION



PETCORE EUROPE ORGANISATION



PET COLLECTION
&RECYCLING IN EU



PET RECYLING STATUS 2022

thermoforms

The European PET Packag ing industry is striving to increase 
co l lect ion , recyc l ing a n d recyc led co n te n t to mee t
regu la tory targets a n d beyond. The PET Marke t In Europe 
State of p lay repor t summarizes these efforts:

• 75 % co l lect ion rate for PET bott les
• Dev e lopmen t of Col lec t ion a n d recyc l ing for

• Dev e lopmen t to che m ica l recyc l ing
• a n d muc h more...

The repor t has b e e n d e v e l o p e d In co l labora t ion wi th
PRE, UNESDA a n d NMWE. Have a look a t it to have in-
d e p t h  insights



PET RECYLING EVOLUTION

Source: ICIS Supply Demand Database, ICIS analysis, PREsurvey data, Eurostat



PETCORE EUROPE
Working Groups
&Task Forces



PETCORE EUROPE’ WGs are the enablers that support to deliver its mission.

The key to our success is the voluntary work of PET value chain experts in the 
working groups and platforms.

Representatives of PETCORE EUROPE members can participate in the WG’s.

The WG’s work under the lead of one industry expert who acts as the 
WG Chairperson and coordination of PETCORE EUROPE Technical managers.

PETCORE EUROPE assures that the needed subject expertise is represented in 
the WGs.

PETCORE EUROPE Wo rk in g G r o u p s



Mission and deliverables

• Established in 2023, aiming to def ine a PETCORE EUROPE posit ion on 
the regulatory & legislative developments shared among all
members.

• To def ine a list of topics on which PETCORE EUROPE needs to take a 
posit ion and elaborate the PETCORE EUROPE response by:

1. Staying con nec ted with the Technical WG’s to ident i fy/va l idate the key 
topics a n d ask them to deve lop the related argumentat ions.

2. Setting up indiv idual meetings with the abo v e -ment ioned stakeholders,
to bet ter understand the proposed regulatory deve lopments a n d prov ide 
the posit ion of the PET value chain.

A DVOCA CY



Mission and deliverables

• To upda te PETCORE EUROPE Members on incoming legislation 
impact ing the PET Business (webinars tw ice a year).

• To identify key stakeholders in the area of regulatory & 
legislative propositions, and establish ongoing communicat ions 
with them.

• To identify activit ies/forums where regulatory stakeholders
present their latest developments and where PETCORE EUROPE 
c an present PET value chain presentat ion.

A DVO CA CY



Re c y c lab i l i t y Ev a l u a t i on Plat f orms
(EPBP a n d TCEP)

Drive and promote the circularity in the PET bottle and 
trays value chain, providing the industry design guidelines 
and package/technology assessments.



• EPBP and TCEP strongly encourage all companies to bring 
their new PET bot t le – tray solutions to the platforms in order 
to ge t an object ive third party assessment of their 
recyclabil ity.

• The platforms rely on strong processes and protocols for the
assessments. As a result, these assessments are scientifically
relevant, trustful and independent f rom a single sector’s
views. The assessment bodies cover the full value chain
exper ience and expertise.

Re c y c l ab i l i t y Ev a l u a t i on Plat f orms
(EPBP a n d TCEP)



Re c y c la b i l i t y Ev a l u a t i o n Pla t f o r m s Ev a l u a t i o n p r o c e ss

Presentation of the 

innovation new 

packaging

Review using the 

guidelines and 

expertise to determine 

critical points

Run the test protocol 

at one of the 

accredited labs

Definition of test 

protocol to assess 

critical points

Results to the expert 

pool
Results reviewFact based opinionValidation or not of the 

opinion

Candidate

Expert pool

Steering Committee

More information needed

Sufficient and

robust information



• Established in 2022 to a c t as techno logy deve loper under EU 2022/1616.

• 60 companies are par t of the Consort ium sponsored by PETCORE a n d EuPC.

• Deploy moni tor ing p rog ram a n d sampl ing 
plan.

• Mainta in cont inuous d ia logue with
members a n d authorit ies.

• Main dossier presented in April 2023

• Moni tor ing Protocols a n d procedures 
imp lemented.

• Laboratory p la t fo rm imp lemented with 
KÖR to support sampl ing p lan and  
moni tor ing p rog ra m (see speci f ic slide 
on LABS)

• Moni tor ing Reports de l ivered in Oc to ber  
2023 a n d in April 2024.

FUNCTIONAL BARRIER CONSORTIUM

Deliverables 

• Provide Technical do c umen t a t i on a nd  
dossiers to comply with EU 2022/1616

regulat ion.

Upcoming activities



FUNTIONAL BARRIER CONSORTIUM



Deliverables 

• Improve design for recycl ing.

• Improve col lect ion a n d sorting across 
the EU.

• Provide support on incoming 
legislations.

Upcoming activities

• 24th of April 2024 – Steering 
Commi t tee Meeting. Task force: 
rebuild a nd real ignment.

• Thermoforming Event in Granada 
on the 25th and 26th of June.

RECYCLING PET THERMOFORMS
Established in 2015.

74 companies and organisations from the whole PET value chain. 

Working to make PET thermoforms circular.



Established in May 2016 wi th more than 75 pa r t i c ipa t ing companies.

PET bott les in scope: non -c lear (opaques) , co lo red , s leeved a n d func t iona l PET bottles.

Deliverables 

• Establish a n d u p d a t e of DfR guidelines 
for O p a q u e whi te PET.

• End of li fe proposal for all co lo red a n d o p a q u e  
PET bott les.

• Special focus on sortabi l i ty (a d e d i c a t e d web inar  
has been held on the top ic in March 2024.)

• Database of whi te o p a q u e PET recyclers and
out let to fac i l i ta te the deve lopmen t of a stream 
of recyc led o p a q u e whi te PET.

Most recent achievements &
upcoming activities

• Def ini t ion of speci f icat ion for an o p a q u e  
white rPET as non-manda t o r y gu id anc e to 
industry.

• Listing of companies able to p roduc e and  
companies ab le to use o p a q u e whi te rPET.

• Design for recycl ing for o p a q u e whi te PET 
bot t les for EPBP a n d CEN Standardizat ion 
work.

OPAQUE & FUNCTIONAL BOTTLES



Created 2021 - 30 companies an d 1 association.

• Recommendat ions and best
pract ices to b rand owners, green
dot associations, sorting centers and
recyclers.

• Pressure sensitive labels design for
recycl ing.

• Crystall izable PET labels:
understanding impact .

• Interactions on Circulari ty and food 
safety.

• Focus on food con tac t impacts of
labels (shared activ i ty wi th FINAT.)

• Revise preferred behavior of
adhesives in conjunct ion with EPBP.

• Assess a nd p romote the deployment
of the design for recycl ing within the
industry.

LABELS

Deliverables
Most recent achievements & 
upcoming activities



PET INDUSTRY NIAS GROUP(PING)

analysis.

Deliverables

• PING focuses on comp l iance with EC 
Regulation N°10/2011.

• Targets the creat ion of an industry 
standard to
 Measure,
 Risk assess,
 Contro l

NIAS throughout the value chain.

Most recent achievements &
upcoming activities

• Measurement guidelines for NIAS in 
PET.

• Deve lopment of a digi tal p la t form to 
support (see specif ic slide on LABS)
 Product ion of qua l i ty da ta .
 Ease d a t a a g g re g a t i o n a n d statistical

 Data t rend ing through the va lue 
chain .



Started in 2019 -15 members.

• Support deve lopment of recycl ing 
possibilities for non-circular waste:
 Co lo red a n d mult imater ia l  

pa ck ag ing .
 Wastes f rom mech an ic a l recyc l ing

units.
 Polyester textiles.

• Support regulatory framework 
deve lopment for depolymerisat ion.

PET DEPOLYMERISATION

Deliverables Most recent achievements &
upcoming activities

• Revised PET depolymerizat ion 
posit ion paper 2023.

• End of Waste whi te paper .

• Support novel technology filing
as per EU 2022/1616 regulat ion
and EC 10/2011.



• Started 2021.

• Align the industry’s st rategy regard ing
REUSE targets.

• Following up on PPWR developments.

• Sharing best pract ices across EU where 
bo th single use a n d reuse are in p lace .

The two WGS are highly interlinked with the 
LCA platform providing the ground for better

evaluations

REUSE LCA

• Started 2021.

• Focus on del iver ing relevant d a t a regard ing PET 
envi ronmenta l impac t .

• Evaluat ing ‘green ’ claims m a d e by compet i t i ve  
mater ials such as glass a nd metals.

• Develop ing a pla t form, tha t all members c an use 
for deve lop ing their ‘c ircular i ty posit ion’ a nd  
al ign communica t ion .

• Being in c o n t a c t with NAPCOR for leveraging on
their a d v a n c e d exper ience for LCA studies.



• Rebounding on the EU Textile strategy.

• Filling the gap due to lack of knowledge from the textile associations about PET
Ecodesign requirements for recycling, which will become MANDATORY.

• And after meeting with various stakeholders (EU Commission representatives, EU 
associations, Sorting machines manufacturers and textiles sorting plants).

PETCORE EUROPE proposed guidelines will be
elaborated by the SIG and presented for 

discussions by the EU Commission.

TEXTILES SIG



TEXTILES SIG
MEMBERS OF THE TEXTILE SIG



C o l l a b o r a t i o n PETCORE EUROPE
– KÖR LABS D ig i t a l P l a t f o rm

• The PET Value Chain has to permanent ly assess the qual i ty of the virgin mater ia l , recyc led mater ia l  
a n d p ac kag ing it produces.

• PETCORE EUROPE a n d KÖR have d e c i d e d to par tner to deve lop a dig i tal p la t fo rm ca l led LABS to
fac i l i ta te:

 Connec t ion be t ween Laborator ies a n d value cha in players
 Dep loyment of industry recognized s tandard
 Order ing a n d results return
 Results agg re ga t ion in one da tabase , results repor t be ing standardized

• It faci l i tates the d a t a agg rega t i on for the moni tor ing requirements a n d prof ic iency tests set by EU 
2022/1616 for Novel technolog ies a n d PETCORE EUROPE uses the LABS p la t fo rm to support the
Functional Barrier Task Force activit ies.

• Regular webinars ( the last one in March 27th) are be ing held to inform abou t the LABS plat form 
capabi l i t ies a n d evolut ions. Stay tuned!



REGULATORY AND
SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS



• Monitor regulatory evolut ions.

• Col lect PETCORE EUROPE
members f e e d b a c k on 
regulatory matters and issues.

• Provide pol icy makers with
relevant informat ion to help
regulat ion creat ion an d
evolut ion.

• Support our members in the
unders tand ing and
dep loymen t of the regulat ion.

• Cont r ibut ion to consultat ions:
 BPA
 EC 10/201
 End of Waste
 EC 2022/1616
 PPWR/SUP

• Part ic ipat ion in workshops prepar ing regulatory 
evolut ions.

• Updates on regulatory evolut ions in the Working 
Groups.

Re g u la to r y a n d Sc ien t i f i c a f fa i r s

Deliverables Most recent achievements & 
upcoming activities

The following slide shows the ‘landscape’ of the most relevant regulations for our value chain .



FCM Framework revision

EU 10/2011
and amendments
EU 2022/1616
and amendments

BPA in FCMs

Waste Framework 
Directive

PPWR

SUP Directive

Unintent. microplastics

Intent. microplastics
restriction

Biobased & BDC Plastic

Sustainable Products 
Initiative
Substantiating green 
claims

CLP

REACH
(Planned) EC
Proposal

Call for evidence
/Consultations
(Foreseen) EC vote Ordinary legislative 

procedure

Public 
Consultation

Scrutiny EP & Council Publication Entering into force

(?)

(?)

*UCPD: Unfair Commercial Practices Directive; **CRD: Consumer Rights Directive; ***ESPR: Eco-design for Sustainable Products Regulation

Vote EP 
Plenary

Q1 Q2 Q1 Q2

2026
Q3 Q4 Q1

2027
Q2

?

Impact
Assessment

Scoping paper ?

2025
Q3 Q4

Policy paper

EP Elections 2024
Q1 Q2 Q3

TODAY
Q4

Quality amendment

1st batch PET MR

…

(?)

Amendment impl decision recycled cont?ent

(?)

(?)

EFSA Mech Recycl authorisations

(?) (?)(?)

Interinstitutional
negotiations ?

(?)

Reporting

Interinstitutional
negotiations

Interinstitutional 
negotiations ?

?

?

Final
adoption EP

Provisional trilogue 
agreement

Ratification
Council



PETCORE EUROPE EVENTS:
Workshops & Annual
PETCORE EUROPE
C o n f e r e n c e



P E T C O R E  E U R O P E ’ s  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  2 0 2 5 :  “ T h e  P E T  V a l u e  
C h a i n  D e b a t i n g  c h a l l e n g e s  o n  t h e  j o u r n e y  f r o m  S U P  t o  P P W R ”

The objective of this in-person conference is to showcase the PET value chain successes and challenges in the shift from a
linear to a circular model. The event will push the industry to take action and join in policy maker consultations to share its
knowledge and to encourage them to swiftly develop useful & clear regulations.

📢 This two-day conference will feature high-level interventions from the EU representatives such as ✅ Bastiaan Schupp
DG SANTE, European Commission, Team Leader EU FCM team✅ Denis Redonnet - Deputy Director-General – Chief
Trade Enforcement Officer, DG TRADE, European Commission ✅ Stefano Soro - Head Of Unit - Net Zero Industries,
Sustainable and Circular Products at the DG GROW, European Commission and✅ Wolfgang Trunk - Policy Officer for the
Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation at the DG ENV, European Commission. Also, business community will be
touching on a wide range of issues, including circularity 🔄: European competitiveness - Circular PET, Regulatory and
Legislative Changes, Overview of green deal, Technology Evolution, Global PET Market Challenges, Overview of Mario
Draghi's Report, WGs Technical Updates and many others.

 More than 300 confirmed participants

 Keynote speakers: Bastiaan Schupp (DG SANTE), Denis Redonnet (DG TRADE),

Stefano Soro (DG GROW), Wolfgang Trunk (DG ENV)

 More than 200 confirmed companies & organisations

 More than 50 Speakers

 12 Media Partners

 11 Sponsors



PETCORE EUROPE organises several physical events throughout 2024 that are sponsored
by organisations or individual companies, a n d we invite you to c o n t ac t us, should you wish to join
this growing list.

As sponsor, your company 's n a m e a n d logo will be displayed on all our communicat ions mater ia l
( including invitat ions, agendas, press releases a n d website) as well as p ro mo t e d dur ing the event . If
you are interested to hear more abou t our sponsor p ac k ag e , please c on t ac t us on:
mar ia . t ro f imova@petcore -europe.org.

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGE



T h ermo fo r ms C o n f e r e n c e 2024: T owards
C i r c u l a r i t y o f PET t h e r m o f o r m e d p a c k a g i n g

Thermoforms c onfe rence 2024 drew the whole PET value chain in these 2 days physical event t o  
boost thermoforms col lect ion & recyc l ing to p romo t e tray to tray circulari ty.

First Day:
High-level speakers have jo ined us to explain the European Commission’s goals & expecta t ions 
for PET trays.
Major experts in the f ield of thermoform have been fea tured presentat ions on the init iatives 
towards the circular i ty of PET thermoformed packag ing , fo l lowed by panel discussions with
guests from leading companies in the industry.

Second Day:
Visit to one of the most modern Sorting Centers in Europe (Strictly for PETCORE EUROPE 
members).
The part ic ipants had an exclusive network ing opportun i ty in comb ina t ion with extraordinary
historic sightseeing in Granada .



PET PA C KA G ING : HO W TO IM PRO V E C I RC ULA RITY V IA THE 
LA TEST SO RTIN G TEC HN O LO G IES?

Objec t i ve of this educa t i ve , onl ine web inar was to help unders tand ing be t te r what else could b e
don e to improve sorting of PET pack a g ing waste. The main questions of the even t were: how to
a d va n c e circular i ty via sorting technologies? PET Packag ing Sorting: the decisive role to boost PET
circulari ty in Europe/ Sorting: the silver bullet for Circular rPET?

PET claims to be the "best in class" plast ic, but only c lear b eve ra ge bott les can be cons idered truly
circular. All other PET categor ies, inc luding non- f ood bott les, o paque , co lored or full-sleeve bottles,
trays (mono a n d mult i - layers) still need a lot of progress, a nd t ime is t icking. Circular i ty requires t o
separate these products into as many sub-streams as needed : this is ca l led granular sorting. Latest
opt ica l sorting innovations are the key enablers for granular i ty, as they g o far be y o nd the
recogn i t ion of the main mater ia l .

Many part ic ipants a t t e n d e d the webinar , inc lud ing representat ives f rom the European Commission.



PETC O RE EURO PE’ S A N N UA L C O N FEREN C E 2 0 2 4

PETCORE EUROPE Annual Con fe rence 2024 was held in Brussels on 7-8th of February as an in-person event .

This event exp lored the core chal lenges which the PET value cha in has be en fac ing over the past
years: market dynamics, improvement of ana lyt ica l methods, micro-plastics: upda tes on newly
d e ve lo p ed analyt ica l methods , recent a n d future regula tory EU issues a nd many other insightful
topics. We we l c o m e d high- level speakers f rom the European Institutions:

Klaus Berend - DG SANTE-European Commission 
Wolfgang Trunk - DG ENV-European Commission
Laure Baillargeon - DG GROW-European Commission

The first d ay fea tu red high- level interventions f rom the institutions a n d business communi t y
touch ing on a wide range of issues. While the second day of the event was focused on Technical
Interventions from all PETCORE EUROPE Working Groups.



PETCORE EUROPE
2024 Analysis
Recycle The 1 Campaign

47
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2024 A YEAR IN NUMBERS

1
New flagship case study 

video

1
Updated logo

1
New market launched –

Italy

41 
Google positions 1-3 for key 

search terms

16
Meta ads

6,225,675 
Meta impressions

30
TikToks created

2,251,954 
TikTok views

1,780 
TikTok followers

376,103 
LinkedIn impressions

107,849 LinkedIn 
animation views

54,741 
European Commission views

12,613 
European Parliament 

views

2 
Google AdWords 

campaigns

49 
Search ads in 5 markets

5.7% 
Avg. CTR on Google 

AdWords

11%
Increase in website 

traffic

58%

Website traffic is from our 
ads
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META RESULTS 
3,20
4

3,139

As of: 30/11/2023

Overview of 2023 results

6,225,675
Impressions

1.20%
CTR

(0.90% industry average)

74,666
Website visits

Vs.3.8M in 2022 
Vs.1.06% in 

2022 
Vs.40,178 in 

2022 

Throughout 2023, Meta has been a high-performing platform, effectively 
reaching the consumer audience in our key markets (UK, France, Germany and 
Italy).

The campaigns have successfully delivered over 2.4 million more impressions, a 
notable improvement in CTR and over 34,000 more clicks-through to the website 
than the activity ran in 2022.
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TIKTOK RESULTS 

Top 3 videos this year

63,000 views 57,000 views141,000 views

10,311
Video Likes

342
Followers

Comments

July November

1,780

+420%

Overview of 2023 results

2,251,954
Video views

22,461
Engagements

(Likes & Comments)

38
TikToks created

As of November 28

The ‘Recycle The 1’ TikTok campaign was launched in 
November 2022 to leverage the exponential growth of 
the platform among the under-35s market, who also use 
the platform to educate themselves on various topics.

TikTok’s ‘playful’ format allowed us to work with creators 
to produce engaging vertical-form video content 
designed to educate consumers about PET in a fun way.

TikTok became a core platform for our consumer 
campaign and was launched in France in June 2023. 
Our videos have been viewed over 2.8 million times 
since the TikTok was launched in October 2022. 

TikTok has allowed us to convey PET’s recyclability 
credentials in an easily digestible way to younger 
audiences who are conscious of the environmental 
impact of packaging options. 
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GOOGLE ADWORDS RESULTS

21.3kWebsite Visits
5.1%CTR

*Source

10.5K
FR 

website clicks

9K
UK

website clicks

8K
DE

website clicks

Italy (launched Aug 28)

66.8K
Impressions Website Visits

7.2K

CTR
10.9%

As of: 30/11/2023

Overview of 2023 results

571,286
Impressions

34,896
Website visits

6.1%
CTR

(2% 
market 

average*)



www.petcore-europe.org

management@petcore-europe.org

Avenue de Broqueville 12, 1150 
Brussels, Belgium

+32 (0) 2 315 24 88

Follow us on social media to stay

updated:

www.petcoreeuropeannualconference.eu

www.recycletheone.com


